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Executive Summary

Instances of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) are prevalent across Pakistan. Up to 21,900
women were raped between 2017 and 2021, with at least one woman raped in the country every two
hours.1 Additionally, from 2017 to 2021, only 4% of rape cases proceeded to trial, with the
conviction rate as low as 0.2%.2 The Legal Aid Society’s (LAS) quantitative analysis of 50 case files in
Sindh revealed that it takes, on average, 16.8 months for a rape case to conclude compared to the
legally stipulated duration of four months. The study also found that, on average, it takes the police
1.6 months to conclude their investigation and submit a final challan.3 In contrast, the legally
stipulated time for investigation should not exceed 15 days unless the court grants extensions.4

Systematic flaws in the collection and testing of DNA5 evidence are significant contributors to delays
in trial, acquittals, and wrongful convictions in cases of sexual violence.6 Improper standards of
collecting and preserving DNA evidence from the victim or place of the incident are further
contributors to the low conviction rates.7 Hence, to curb investigation delays and ensure proper
collection of DNA samples from the crime scene, the Sindh High Court, in the case of Kainat Soomro
& others vs. Province of Sindh, has notified Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for the Sindh Police
Department to follow.

This study titled “Assessing the Implementation of DNA Standard Operating Procedures by the
Sindh Police Department” evaluates the implementation of the SoPs across Karachi, Hyderabad,
and Sukkur ranges. The study's sample size was 20 police stations and 37 police officers across the
three ranges.

7 https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/researchpapers/Pages/dna-evidence-wrongful-convictions-and-wrongful-a.aspx

6 https://tribune.com.pk/story/2286534/the-fault-in-our-dna-tests

5 DNA: Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) is the hereditary material carrying genetic information in humans and almost all
other organisms. The presence of DNA evidence, including hair, skin cells, semen, or blood, aids in placing the suspect
at the crime scene. Available at: https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/bc000657.pdf

4 Ibid.

3https://www.las.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Gap-Analysis-on-Investigation-and-Prosecution-of-Rape-and-S
odomy-Cases-R.pdf

2 Ibid.

1Data received from Ministry of Human Rights and Punjab Home Department, compiled by Samaa TV Investigation
Unit
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Introduction

On June 4, 2021, in the case of Kainat Soomro & others vs. Province of Sindh, Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar of the Sindh High Court (SHC) ordered Standard Operating Procedures (SoPs) to be
drafted to ensure compliance with DNA examination timelines in sexual and gender-based violence
cases. The DNA SoPs (attached as Annexure A) were passed on January 31, 2019, and disseminated
across police stations in Sindh in Sindhi, Urdu, and English through a notification vide no:
5449-59-AIGP/OPS- Sindh/S-II/ 2022 by the Assistant Inspector General Police Operations on
behalf of the Inspector General (IG) Police, Sindh (attached as Annexure B). These are in addition
to the “Evidence Collection and Case Submission Guidelines” of the National Forensic Science
Agency, Ministry of Interior, Government of Pakistan.8

A growing body of scholarship questions the admissibility of DNA evidence in Pakistan due to
improper collection and storage of evidence and compromised chain of custody. Without a
mechanism to monitor the implementation of court orders, this study aims to assess the extent of
operationalization of DNA SoPs notified by SHC in the Kainaat Somroo case at the investigation and
trial stages. In particular, this study explored the extent to which police officers follow the protocols
mandated by the SHC in the collection of DNA samples and for coordination among actors for
examination in 3 districts of Sindh, i.e., Karachi, Hyderabad, and Sukkur. For this purpose, LAS, in
collaboration with the Sindh Commission on the Status of Women (SCSW), administered a
monitoring and evaluation tool in 24 police stations across the three ranges. Survey participants were
the designated Station House Officers (SHOs) and Investigation Officers (IOs) in each police
station.

8 https://www.nfsa.gov.pk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/NFSA-Booklet-final.pdf
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Methodology

a. Method

This study used a mixed-methods approach whereby data was collected from key police
actors that are critical in the implementation of DNA SOPs using a questionnaire (attached
as Annexure C) containing both structured and open-ended questions.

Structured multiple-choice questions primarily sought information on SHOs’ and IOs’
awareness and access to the SoPs, whereas in-depth and open-ended questions allowed a
more nuanced assessment of their knowledge. These findings were further triangulated with
Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) with the participants after completing the one-to-one
surveys.

b. Research Sample

For this study, 5% of the police stations from Karachi, Sukkur, and Hyderabad range were
randomly selected. Furthermore, there are only 4 Women Police and Children Stations
(WCPS) across the Karachi, Hyderabad, and Sukkur ranges. Hence, all WCPS were included
in the sample to ensure a valuable sub-population.

Consequently, 20 police stations across the three ranges were identified and surveyed,
whereby 16 out of 20 police stations were randomly selected from each district.

This is further elaborated in the table below:

Range

Total
Number
of Police
Stations

Total
Number of
Women &
Children
Police
Stations
(WCPS)

Total
Number
of Police
Stations
+ WCPS

Sample Size
of Police

Stations - 5%
(rounded off)
+ WCPS

Achieved
Sample Size
of Police
Stations

Police
Officers
Surveyed

Karachi 108 2 110 9 9 21

Hyderabad 153 2 155 11 7 11

Sukkur 83 0 83 4 4 5

Total 344 4 348 24 20 37

The goal of the sample size was to conduct two interviews in each of the 20 police stations,
with one IO and one SHO per station. Hence, the respondent size was meant to come up to
40 individuals. However, per the limitations mentioned below, 37 police officers were
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surveyed for the study. The chart below depicts the gender and ranks bifurcation of the
respondents:

Limitations of the Study

The following are some limitations of this study:
● Due to the floods in Sindh at the time of conducting the survey, the team’s ability to

administer the tool in person was restricted for Hyderabad and completely inaccessible for
Sukkur. The solution was to conduct telephonic surveys to receive responses from Sukkur.
The response rate of telephonic surveys is notably low, due to which only 5 responses were
received from the Sukkur range.

● On visiting the police station in Tando Mohammad Khan in Hyderabad range, the team
found that due to a raid in a nearby village and a female Assistant Superintendent being held
hostage the previous night, the SHO and IOs of the police station were unavailable. Due to
this, the Additional SHO was surveyed.

● Despite attempts to ensure gender parity, 78.4% of the participants were male, and only
21.6% were female. Less than 2% of Pakistan’s police force comprises of women,9 with
Sindh being the only province where there are female police officers employed from rural
areas.10 Despite this, female police officers were not available in most police stations visited.

10 https://tribune.com.pk/story/2300149/women-police-officers-lead-winds-of-change
9 https://www.unops.org/news-and-stories/stories/breaking-down-barriers-for-female-police-officers
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Findings from the DNA Standard Operating Procedures (SoPs) Tool

The DNA SoPs presume the availability of resources, personnel, and facilities across Sindh. The
SHC order implies that the Sindh Police already has the required technical and human resources or
will ensure their provision to implement the DNA SoPs effectively. However, the survey reveals
contradictory results.

a. Availability and Access to Resources and Facilities

There was a clear difference between the availability and access to resources and facilities
across the three ranges, affecting the responses received from each district. For example,
Crime Scene Units (CSUs) only operate in Karachi; therefore, these facilities cannot be used
elsewhere. In Karachi, a CSU (if available in the district) will reach a crime scene only if 15
(police emergency number) is called.

The lack of proximity of DNA labs is also a significant issue in Hyderabad and Sukkur
ranges. For example, respondents from the Hyderabad and Sukkur ranges reported taking
samples to the newly established DNA laboratory in Jamshoro. However, before this, the
samples were delivered to the Karachi University DNA laboratory in Karachi. Even with the
establishment of the DNA laboratory in Jamshoro, it was reported that it can take the police
more than 5 hours to deliver the samples.

b. Availability of DNA SoPs

Presumably, when an SoP is notified, which impacts the processes and actions of the police,
it must be shared with the entire police force, especially those in the field. This was also a
requirement of the judgment passed under Kainat Soomro & others vs. the Province of Sindh. case.

21 out of 37 respondents (57%) confirmed receipt of DNA SoPs at their police stations. Of
these, 14 respondents belonged to Karachi, 5 to Sukkur, and 2 to Hyderabad. However, only
51% of the respondents confirmed that a copy of the SoPs was available at their police
stations for reference.

19% of the respondents were unaware if they had received DNA SoPs in the first place,
while 24% confirmed that they hadn’t received a copy.

Positively, 57% of the respondents reported that the SoPs had been specifically shared with
the duty officers as required under the judgment. Only 8% of the respondents reported that
while the SoPs had been received at the police station, these had not been specifically shared
with the duty officers. The question did not apply to the remaining 35% because the police
station reported not receiving the SoPs in the first place.
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c. Knowledge of the SoPs

The DNA SoPs apply to cases of sexual violence, specifically rape, and sodomy, and provide
detailed steps and timelines for the police’s response to such cases.

When asked about their understanding of the SoPs, over 70% of the police officers stated
they were confident in their understanding of the DNA SoPs (43.2% strongly agree; 27%
agree).

However, a lack of clarity on the SoPs was revealed when participants were questioned in
more detail. For example, the DNA SoPs apply specifically to cases of sexual violence;
however, when asked, the respondents also identified the SoPs applying to cases of murder,
terrorism, theft, and any other crime where the accused is unknown.

The DNA SoPs also stipulates that once a sexual violence crime comes under the knowledge
of an SHO or IO, the following steps must be taken:

● Registration of an FIR under Section 154 of the Criminal Procedure Code (Cr.PC)
● Recording statement under Section 161 of Cr.PC
● Issuing a medico-legal certificate
● Collection of the survivor’s clothes for DNA sampling
● Accompanying the survivor to the hospital for Medico-Legal Examination (MLE)
● Intimation to the medico-legal officer (MLO) at the hospital
● Notifying the forensic team immediately

The majority of the respondents correctly identified the steps to be taken upon complaints
of sexual violence crime. They also reported that these steps are taken immediately when
such a crime comes to their knowledge. However, further discussion during the FGDs
revealed challenges in police officers’ understanding of the processes that affect the
implementation of the SoPs. These are discussed further in the report.
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d. Challenges in Timely Registration of the FIR

The police officers are mandated by law, a precedent reiterated in the SoPs, to register the
FIR immediately when a sexual violence incident is reported. When questioned about the
timely registration of the FIR, most respondents stated that it is standard practice for FIR to
be registered immediately upon reporting the case. However, with varying degrees of
overlapping answers, 38% of the respondents believe it should be registered after the
medico-legal examination (MLE) is conducted while 16% believe it should be registered
once the MLE report is received.

More than two-thirds (68%) of the respondents reported that if the victim/survivor arrives
at their police station, even though the crime occurred falls under a different jurisdiction, a
female police officer accompanies the victim to the relevant police station. 1 respondent
reported that due to the nature of the crime, even if the jurisdiction is different, the FIR is
registered, and all immediate procedures (e.g., statement of the victim, collecting clothes for
DNA, etc.) are conducted. After its registration, the FIR is passed on to the relevant police
station.

Several police officers noted that an exception is made; however, when due to the condition
of the victim or due to fears that important DNA evidence may be lost, the victim is first
taken for their MLE, and then the FIR is registered.

Police officers also noted that in many cases, women medico-legal officers (WMLO) are not
instantly available. This results in the IO and the victim waiting hours for the WMLO to
reach the hospital to conduct the MLE. The delay in MLE also delays FIR registration in
cases where the police officer believes that MLE is necessary for FIR registration. The
undersupply of WMLOs and the distances between police stations and the medico-legal
department also contribute to delays in MLEs. Receipt of the MLE report (interim or final)
may be further delayed based on when the WMLO finds the time to write and submit the
report.

It is important to note that the FIR is a crucial part of the crime registration process and
cannot be linked to the MLE. The FIR initiates the case, while MLE is part of the
investigation. Delay in FIR is an important point of argument for the defense and should
therefore be eschewed. The defense uses delays in FIRs to assert the possibility of false case
registrations.

The findings of this report suggest that police officers must be apprised of the importance
of immediate registration of FIR, independent of the MLE. As per the SoPs, an exception is
made under the following circumstances:

● the complainant goes to the MLE first and then comes to the police station, or
● the complainant/victim needs urgent medical care, or
● there is a danger of losing forensic evidence.

It is concerning that some SHOs reported that, at times, they are doubtful of the
victim/survivors’ claims of an incident of sexual violence occurring; thus, their FIR is

10



registered after receiving the MLE report as “registration of an FIR for a false claim creates
more work than necessary for the police.” Such an opinion from the seniors in the police is
concerning because:

● The purpose of an FIR is to launch an investigation. Waiting for evidence to support
the complaint directly contravenes the law, precedent, and the SoP and is, therefore,
illegal. The police are mandated to register the FIR immediately upon receiving a
complaint, and only the investigation can reveal whether the crime has occurred. An
FIR is not to be registered at the discretion of the police officer on duty.

● It evidences a lack of knowledge of the alleged crime. In many cases of rape and
sexual abuse, there may be no medical evidence. Many precedents reiterate that lack
of medical evidence does not mean the crime was not committed. Basing a decision
on medical evidence is not only illegal but also negligent. This also, thus, ignores the
possibility of any other evidence, such as the solitary statement of the victim,
circumstantial, forensic, or digital evidence, etc.
It also perpetuates rape myths that victims are expected to resist the act hence there
must be violence resulting in physically visible injuries, which is incorrect.

● This attitude may influence other junior police officers, including the Investigation
Officers, to behave similarly. This is especially important given that police officers
regularly get transferred, and this influence has the potential to spread across
different police stations.

e. Advice to be Given to Victims/Survivors by Police for Medico-Legal Examination

DNA SoPs guide police officers to provide the following advice to victims/survivors for
preserving DNA. The chart below enumerates how the respondents of this study identified
this:
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Most respondents agreed that the advice mentioned above is given to the victims
approaching their police station after an incident of sexual violence. However, no document
or paper is given to the victims/survivors to aid them in their understanding of the
requirements for collecting evidence.

It was also reported that a major challenge is that the crimes do not get reported promptly,
due to which important DNA evidence may be lost as victims may have already changed
their clothes or taken a bath.

f. Conducting the Medico-Legal Examination - The Role of the Police

The SoPs direct the police to ensure that the victim/survivor’s MLE is conducted promptly
and effectively. The majority of the respondents displayed accurate knowledge regarding the
role of the police in facilitating the victim/survivor at the MLE stage:

g. Lack of Women Medico-Legal Officers

A significant issue reported by most respondents in Karachi, Hyderabad, and Sukkur ranges
is the unavailability of WMLOs in hospitals. Respondents in Karachi said that MLE could be
conducted in Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center, and Civil
Hospital. It was reported that if no WMLO is present in one hospital, the victim/survivor is
taken to another hospital for their MLE. Some said that the unavailability of WMLOs is a
significant challenge, especially when no WMLOs are available on-call. If a sexual violence
crime is reported at night, the police have to wait until the next day for the availability of
WMLOs. A respondent from Thatta said a doctor considered an ‘expert’ conducts the MLE
of victims because of a lack of WMLOs.
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While waiting for their MLEs is traumatizing for the victim/survivor, it also negatively
impacts the prosecution of the case with the potential loss of DNA evidence due to the
delays.

h. Forensic Evidence from the Crime Scene: Collection, Submission, & Receipt of the
Report

○ Collection of Forensic Evidence from the Crime Scene

One of the critical components of the SoP is to ensure the collection of forensic
evidence from the crime scene. This requires knowledge and a specific skill set to
ensure that uncontaminated samples are collected, packed, and stored to be used
effectively for the investigation.

Most respondents correctly understood the steps needed for sealing a crime scene
provided in the SoP. The Crime Scene Unit (CSU) is responsible for crime scene
protocol in Karachi. The CSU reaches the crime scene when 15 is called. Otherwise,
a duty officer/mobile officer reaches the crime scene as soon as they are intimated.
The inquiry officer or the officer who has verified the FIR collects the evidence as a
next step. Every district in Karachi is said to have a CSU, which arrives within half an
hour of intimation. In some districts of Karachi and all of Hyderabad and Sukkur,
where the CSU is inaccessible or unavailable, the duty officer collects items, seals
them, numbers them, and provides forensics for collection.

The SoPs mandate the forensic team to be called immediately upon identification of
a crime scene. While most of the respondents (primarily from Karachi) identified
that the forensic team must be notified immediately upon filing the FIR, respondents
from Sukkur and Hyderabad faced other challenges. Forensic teams in these districts
are only available in Hyderabad district and Larkana district, so they are not notified
unless necessary to ensure that the forensic team is not overloaded. The lack of
immediate access to forensic teams in these areas further delays the investigation.
However, it is unrealistic for the forensic teams to reach on time as it may take
Hyderabad’s team 5 hours or more to move around the district and 1.5 hours or
more in the Sukkur district, where there is only one team based in Larkana. Due to
this, it was reported that IOs are trained to collect forensic evidence at the crime
scene and are provided with forensic kits.

Interestingly, 1 police officer said that the need to notify a forensic team never arises
due to either such crimes not occurring or because they believe there is no evidence
necessary to be collected from the crime scene.

It must, however, be noted that there was agreement across all districts that there is a
dearth or lack of sufficient resources for collecting forensic evidence from the crime
scene, including gloves, swabs, packing material, and freezers with generators for
evidence storage at the police stations. This is a significant challenge as it may
damage or tamper with DNA evidence, causing further issues in the case
investigation and identification of the accused.
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○ Submission & Reporting of Forensic Evidence to the Relevant Lab

To ensure that DNA evidence is tested on time, the samples are taken to the DNA
labs as soon as they are collected. Most respondents agreed that the DNA samples
are taken to DNA labs within 24 hours of collection. Respondents in Karachi
reported taking samples to the DNA Lab at Karachi University (KU). Respondents
from the Hyderabad and Sukkur ranges reported taking samples to the newly
established DNA lab in Jamshoro, before which the samples were delivered to the
KU DNA laboratory. Even with the establishment of the DNA lab in Jamshoro, it
can take the police more than 5 hours to deliver the samples due to there only being
one lab within access to Sukkur and Hyderabad.

When asked about the budget allocation for DNA tests, respondents reported that
the stipulated budget for rape cases is 1 to 4 lac rupees. Respondents reported the
DNA fee challan for the budget is provided to the accountant, who then submits it
to the Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP), who approves it within a few hours.
The IO pays for the DNA fee out of their pocket and then is reimbursed after the
approval of the SSP. Items such as gloves, car fuel, vehicle charges, printer paper,
accommodation, and per diem are also included in the budget.

Respondents from the Taimuria Police Station in District Investigation Central,
Karachi West Zone, reported that the process for reimbursement is fairly simple.
The Investigation Officer creates the bill and takes it to the Senior Investigation
Officer, who then submits it to the Superintendent of Police - Investigation. Once
approved, the amount is reimbursed from the existing investigation budget.

Respondents across the districts reported the following issues concerning the budget
for conducting the DNA tests:

● Most challenges occur due to a lack of funds. The police officers themselves
pay the fee for DNA reports, and at the grass-root level, the police rarely get
reimbursed even after writing a letter for the budget. While some reported
that this was the case previously but not anymore, some say that it is still a
major challenge faced by the investigation officers.

● The budget can lapse due to the transfer of SSPs, due to which no cost of the
investigation is available at the grass-root level

● The approval of the DNA fee challan can take up to 3 to 4 months, before
which the IO would have to bear all the costs of the investigation

It is interesting to note that none of the respondents are aware that Sindh Police has
allotted Rs. 50,000,000/- for DNA testing and analysis in cases of sexual assault,
forensic analysis, kinship determination, blood and semen serology, and for special
cases such as burnt, stored, or formalin-fixed tissue. The amount has been deposited
at Sindh Forensic DNA & Serology Laboratory, Dr. Punjwani Center for Molecular
Medicine & Drug Research, Karachi University through an MoU between the lab
and Sindh Police via letter dated 24th June 2021 ref. no.: Acctts/CPO/3853-68/2021
(Annexure D). Based on this collaboration between the lab and Sindh Police, the
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police officers are supposed to send the DNA samples to the lab for examination,
where the money is deducted from the Sindh Police account automatically.

○ Receiving of Report

Most respondents reported that a major challenge is that preparing reports by the
DNA labs takes a lot of time. However, they claimed that the police officers collect
the reports within 24 hours of being informed. Some respondents said that the
relevant investigation officer collects the reports or has them couriered, while some
police stations/districts have focal persons to deliver and collect reports. One
respondent reported that the reports are never received on time as they are received
through the SSP Office.

○ Incorporation into Challan under Cr.PC Section 173

Most respondents reported that the reports are placed in the police file and
incorporated in the challan within 14 days. If there is a delay (as is common), the
reports are immediately added to the interim challan or are presented in court at the
time of their testimony.

15



Conclusion & Recommendations

The DNA SoPs notified by the SHC are being implemented at varying degrees of success across
three ranges in Sindh. While it is encouraging to note that most of the respondents knew or had
seen the DNA SoPs, it must be noted that these were not systematically rolled out to all relevant
staff, nor was specific in-house training conducted on the SoPs specifically. It is important for all
police staff, particularly those in the field, to be regularly updated on any legal changes in process or
expectations. Their lack of knowledge and clarity results in the failure of investigation and
prosecution and wastes time and resources for the Sindh Police and the state.

Unfortunately, most respondents who had seen the SoPs were Karachi-based. There is a clear divide
between Karachi and other districts regarding knowledge, access, and availability. This reveals
inequality between districts and greatly impacts the quality of investigation and performance of the
Sindh Police. Measures piloted successfully in Karachi, such as the presence of CSUs, should be
expanded to other districts for equality and improved performance of the Sindh Police.

Detailed discussion on the different aspects of the SoPs indicates that while police officers have a
theoretical understanding of the processes and requirements of the DNA SoPs, not all police
officers surveyed have sufficient knowledge to implement them effectively. There is no internal
monitoring or oversight mechanism to ensure the concerned police officers have all the relevant
information. The top-down flow of knowledge based on SHO’s discretion in providing the relevant
information is not a successful mechanism. This is especially important, noting the potential impact
of SHOs who violate the law due to their own beliefs and lack of proper knowledge, i.e., refusing to
register FIR until medical evidence supports the complaint.

Sindh Police need to do the following:
● Conduct in-house training across Sindh for all IOs, CSUs, and duty police officers on the

existing DNA SoPs to ensure consolidated, systematic, and cohesive understanding across
Sindh.

● A regular Performance Management System or a monitoring and evaluation system must be
set up to qualitatively assess police officers’ performance, specifically looking at their use of
the DNA SoPs and current laws and processes.

● Consolidate all SoPs for forensic evidence collection, including for sexual violence on the
body and crime scene, into one notified document. The SoP should include the detail
required under the SHC judgment, law, and best national and international practices.

● Conduct an assessment of the impact of the DNA SoPs on the quality of investigation (if
any) of the Sindh Police.
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Annexures

Annexure A: Order by Sindh High Court in Kainat Soomro & others vs. Province of
Sindh for the Implementation of DNA SoPs
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Annexure B: Letter of DNA SoPs Circulation from Office of AIGP Operation
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Annexure C: Monitoring Tool to Assess the Dissemination of DNA SoPs at the Police
Station Level

Respondent’s Gender: ________________ Years in Service: _______________________

Rank: ________________________________ City: ________________________________

Station Name: _________________________________

1. Have you received DNA Standard Operating Procedures (SoPs) (in Urdu, Sindh
and English) at your police station which were disseminated through IG Office via
official notification vide reference no 5449-59- AIGP/Ops-Sindh/S-II/2022 on
28th January 2022?

a. Yes. b. No. c. Don’t Know.

2. Is a copy of the above-mentioned notification available at your police station? :

a. Yes. b. No. c. Not Applicable.

3. Was a receiving certificate reverted to the AIG Operations (as required under the
second para of the above-mentioned notification)?

a. Yes. b. No. c. Not Applicable.

4. Do you know why DNA SoPs were circulated?

a. High Court Order in the Kainat
Soomro Case.

b. Don’t Know.

c. Other: _____________________

5. Have the SoPs been shared with the Duty Officers in your police station?

a. Yes. b. No. c. Not Applicable.
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6. Have the SoPs been displayed in your police stations on the soft boards?

a. Yes. b. No. c. Not Applicable.

7. Have there been any briefings or meetings regarding the DNA SoPs?

a. Yes. b. No. c. Not Applicable.

8. Are you confident in your understanding of the SoPs?

a. Strongly
Disagree.

b. Disagree. c. Neither
Agree or
Disagree.

d. Agree. e. Strongly
Agree.

9. To what offenses do the SoPs apply?

a. Sexual Violence. b. Don’t Know.

c. Other: ____________

10. What steps are taken once a sexual violence crime comes to your knowledge? (tick
all that are relevant)

a. Registration of an
FIR under S.154
Cr.PC.

b. Recording 161 Cr.PC
Statement.

c. Issuing a
medico-legal
certificate.

d. Collection of
clothes for DNA
sampling.

e. Accompanying
survivor to the
hospital for
Medico-Legal
Examination (MLE).

f. Intimation to
Medico-legal officer
at the hospital.

g. Notifying the
forensic team
immediately.

Other: _______________
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11. What advice is given to the survivors and victims of sexual violence regarding
DNA preservation?

a. Don’t change or
wash clothes until
the Medico Legal
Examination has
occurred.

b. Don’t take a bath
until Medico-Legal
Examination (MLE)
has been conducted.

c. Carry separate
clothes with you to
the Medico-Legal
Examination.

d. Request them to get
the FIR filed with
the Police Station
within their
jurisdiction.

e. Guide the
complainant or
survivor to the
relevant police
station.

Other: __________

12. At what stage of the investigation is the FIR filed?

a. As soon as an
incident is
reported.

b. As soon as the
Medico-Legal Examination
(MLE) is conducted.

c. After receiving the
Medico-Legal
Examination report.

13. What role does the police play in conducting the Medico-Legal Examination
(MLE)?

a. Ensure the presence of a
female Medico-Legal
Officer at the hospital.

b. Immediately inform the Medico-Legal Officer
so that the Medico-Legal Examination of the
victim and/or the accused person can occur.

.

14. What timeline is followed when notifying the forensic team?

a. Immediately after the FIR is
filed.

b. After the medico-legal examination
report is received.

15. What protocol is followed when sealing the crime scene? (tick all that are relevant)

a. Crime scene is immediately sealed
after the incident.

b. No person is allowed to enter and
contaminate the crime scene.

c. Instructions issued to police posts d. The duty officer proceeds to seal

29



that as soon as information
regarding the crime scene is
received, the Duty Officer should
proceed to the place of incident.

the place of the incident before
lodging the FIR.

e. Other:_____________

16. What timeline is followed to collect DNA samples (taken by the Medico-Legal
Officer) and their delivery to the relevant DNA laboratories?

a. Within 24 hours. b. Within 48 hours. c. Within 72 hours.

17. What timeline is followed for collecting the reports from the DNA laboratories
after intimation that the reports are ready?

a. Within 24 hours of
intimation that the
reports are ready.

b. Within 48 hours of
intimation that the
reports are ready.

c. Within 72 hours of
intimation that the
reports are ready.

d. Other:

18. When are the reports placed in the police file and incorporated in the Challan?

a. Immediately. b. More than one
week.

c. More than one
month.

d. More than two
months.

e. More than three
months.

19. When is the Challan placed before the Court in sexual violence cases?

a. Immediately. b. More than one week. c. More than one
month.

d. More than two months. e. More than three
months.
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20. Do you face any practical hurdles in following the DNA SoPs?

Answer:
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Annexure D: Memorandum of Understanding Between Sindh Forensic DNA
Laboratory, Dr. Punjwani Center for Molecular Medicine & Drug Research, Karachi

University and Sindh Police Department
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